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Celebrating Community

Happy New Year! Welcome Back!
Auction Super Week Runs January 13-17

20th Annual Auction Is March 14
Dear Families,

The annual Growing Our Future Auction and Gala is rapidly approaching. We are looking forward to an evening of fun, 
fellowship, and fundraising to benefit the students and faculty of All Saints Catholic School. The annual auction serves as our 
largest fundraiser of the year, and we cannot do it without you! Your generous donations provide our auction committee with the 
valuable products and services used to create the numerous raffle baskets and silent and live auction packages. If you are able to 
help, we ask that you consider a donation of goods or services to benefit the auction. Following is a wish list of items that are very 
popular and much needed by the auction committee at this time. Your generosity and donation will be greatly appreciated and the 
proceeds go directly go to our students and staff. Thank you for considering a donation, thank you for your support, and we look 
forward to seeing you on March 14, at the auction at Laurel Manor in Livonia! Look for your invitation soon!

Travel
• Airline Certificates
• Airline Miles
• Airline Vouchers
• Golf getaways
• Lake House
• Beach House
• Fishing/Hunting 
• Condo
• Vacation Home
• Spa getaway
• Hotel packages
• Ski Resorts
• Cabins
• Bed & Breakfast 

Luxury Items
• Handbags
• Luggage
• Jewelry
• Clothing
• Art
• Wine

Sports
• Autographed items
• Basketball tickets
• Hockey tickets
• Baseball tickets
• Ski passes/lessons
• Jerseys
• Collectibles
• Memorabilia
• MSU/U of M 
• Red Wings
• Tigers
• Pistons

Events
• Concerts
• Museums
• Zoos
• Musicals
• Theatre

Health/Beauty
• Spa

• Massage
• Personal Training
• Facials
• Exercise Equipment
• Bikes

Electronics
• iPads
• Laptops
• Bluetooth headphones/

speakers
• TV
• Xbox

Gift Certificate
• Restaurants
• Entertainment
• Boutiques
• Salons
• Spas
• Nursery Greenhouse

Services
• Landscaping
• Painting/Home 

Improvement
• Interior Design
• DJ/Musician

Experiences
• Private tours
• Lessons
• Personal chef
• Camps
• Zingerman’s 

Save the Date: 
March 14, 2020

Super Cash Raffle Tickets Home Today! 
Look for this year’s Super Cash Raffle tickets in your oldest student’s backpack today. Tickets are sold at $5.00 each for a chance 
to win the following cash prizes: one $3,000 winner; one $2,000 winner, and one $1,000 winner. While it is our hope each family 
will be able to sell their allotment of 20 tickets, it is important all unsold tickets are returned to ASCS in order for us to stay in 
compliance with State of Michigan requirements. The drawing will take place during the auction and, while winners aren’t 
required to be present to win, it’s an extra level of excitement when they are! NOTE: If you do not receive your allotment this 
week, please contact the office as soon as possible.
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In The Know
Friday, January 10
Parents in Prayer
8:00 to 8:30 a.m., Chapel

Monday, January 13-Friday, 
January 17
Auction Super Week

Wednesday, January 15
End-of-Quarter

Thursday, January 16
Spirit Day

Monday, January 20
Classes in Session--No PCCS Buses
Dress-Down Day for Fund 
Donations

Protecting God’s 
Children Session
Our Lady of Good Counsel will host a 
Protecting God’s Children Workshop 
on Thursday, January 16, from 5:30 
p.m. to 9:00 p.m. in the Social Hall.  

Adults planning to volunteer at All 
Saints need to complete the Protecting 
God’s Children Workshop before they 
can drive on field trips or help in the 
school.  

Registration can be made at https://
www.virtusonline.org/virtus/index.
cfm? 

Auction Super Week Starts January 13
Auction Super Week runs January 13-17. We encourage your donations of gift cards and merchandise according to the following 
grade themes::

• Preschool/PreK-Micromini Original Scooter
• Kindergarten-American Girl and Xbox 
• First grade-Ride ons
• Second grade-Legos and Nerf
• Third grade-Gift cards to various stores, restaurants, etc
• Fourth grade-Delta gift cards 
• Fifth grade-Home automation- Google/Alexa/Ring/Nest
• Sixth grade-Golf (we will collect donations for a new complete set of golf clubs)
• Seventh grade-Chicago fun 
• Eighth grade-Virtual Reality

If you wish to donate, you can do so in two ways: Donate a monetary amount 
(this can be done via cash, check, or a gift card). Monetary donations can be put in the bins that each teacher will have in their 
classroom. Donate the product for your grade’s theme. Product donations can be sent to the office.

Join Us for Parents in Prayer
Join us for the first Parents in Prayer session of 2020 on Friday from 8:00-8:30 a.m. in 
the chapel. Parents in Prayer is an opportunity to pray in the chapel for your child’s 
homeroom intentions. We are hoping that each family will sign up for at least one 
prayer session this school year. This is a wonderful way to start the new year.

January Virtue in Practice: 
Gratitude
Throughout the month of January, students, families, staff and the greater ASCS 
community will be invited to participate in the building of a large bulletin-board 
display featuring 10,000+ reasons we are grateful to God for the blessings in our lives. 

This is a new community project that will serve as a visual reminder for the countless 
gifts God provides to us as individuals, as families, and as a community of faith. 
Participation is easy! Find the template at the end of this newsletter, print, complete as 
a family (or make multiple copies to share!), and return to school.

The February hot lunch menu is now online. The deadline for orders is 11:50 p.m. on 
Monday, January 13. No late orders can be accepted. Please place your child’s lunch 
order here: https://allsaintscatholicschool.h1.hotlunchonline.net/frontend.php

February Hot Lunch 
Orders Now Online
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Registration for our Early Childhood and Kindergarten classes for the 2020-2021 school year will open to current families on 
Monday, January 13, at 5:00 p.m. All families will receive an email at 5:00 p.m. when the registration links are available. The 
registration links will also be available to access at 5:00 p.m. on the school’s website, www.allsaintscs.com, on that date. You will 
receive a confirmation email. Please follow up to secure your spot once you receive the confirmation.

To secure your spot, the registration forms and $150 registration deposit must be completed and sent into the office before 3:00 
p.m. on Friday, January 24. Due to the limited number of spots in our Early Childhood program, families are asked to submit their 
first and second choices. 

Please note: All Saints families currently enrolled in our Early Childhood program are given priority, followed by all current All 
Saints families. Enrollment will open to the public during our New Family Open House on Sunday, January 26. At that point, 
available spots in our Early Childhood and Kindergarten programs will be filled on a first-come, first-serve basis.  

Early Childhood, Kindergarten Class 
Registration for 2020-2021 Coming Soon

Health Tips for Parents 
from the School Office
Many parents ask, “When is my child sick enough to stay home from school?”
This is not always an easy question to answer! We hope that these tips can help!

A child who is sick will not be able to perform well in school and is likely to 
spread the illness to other children and staff. We suggest making a plan for 
childcare ahead of time so you will not be caught without a comforting place for 
your child to stay if he/she is ill.

If you do keep your child at home, it’s important to phone the school on the first 
day. Our school policy states that you should not send your child to school if he/
she has:
 • Fever in the past 24 hours
 • Vomiting in the past 24 hours
 • Diarrhea in the past 24 hours
 • Chills
 • Sore throat
 • Strep Throat (must have been taking an antibiotic for at least 24   
  hours before returning to school)
 • Bad cold, with a very runny nose or bad cough, especially if it has  
  kept the child awake at night
 • Head lice–until your child has been treated according to the   
  doctor’s or professional’s instructions

If your child becomes ill at school and the office staff feels your child is too sick to
benefit from school or is contagious to other children, you will be called to come 
and take him/her home from school. It is essential that the office staff has a phone 
number where you can be contacted during the day and an emergency number in 
the event you cannot be reached. Please be sure that arrangements can be made 
to transport your child home from school and that childcare is available in case of 
illness. 

If your daytime or emergency phone number changes during the year, please 
notify the office at 734-451-2490. These guidelines are meant to serve the best 
interests of all the children and staff in school. If you have questions or concerns, 
please do not hesitate to call.

Cold Weather 
Reminders
With the colder weather arriving, here are 
just a couple of reminders for our families 
to keep in mind during the winter months: 

• Students still go outside for recess if 
the temperature is above 10-degrees 
Fahrenheit, so please dress them in 
warm gear.

• All ASCS safeties must wear warm 
clothes outside on duty. They are 
outside much longer than normal 
and it is a good example for other 
students.

• Please do NOT drop off your students 
prior to the doors opening at 7:50 
a.m. With no adult supervision and 
freezing temperatures, it is not safe for 
students to be outside.

Please note that school will be in session 
for All Saints on Monday, January 20. 
All Saints students did not have class 
on December 2 due to an Archdiocese of 
Detroit Professional Development Day. 
PCCS buses are not running January 20, 
so please make alternate arrangements.

Schedule Note
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ASCS Girl Scouts from 1st and 3rd grades need your help in supporting an upcoming 
“Legos on the Loose” collection drive.  

In January, these students will be participating in an area-wide scouting event to 
earn their Take Action Engineering Badge. The scouts are asking for donations of 
unwanted or unloved Legos that you might wish to donate. Maybe you have Legos 
that are no longer played with or that will have been replaced after the holiday 
season. Any size donation would be appreciated!  

Please send donations in plastic baggies the week of January 6th-17th. Help support 
the ASCS Community.  Please see the flyer attached at the end of the newsletter for 
more details. Thank you!

Girl Scouts Collecting Lego Donations

All Saints CYO Athletics is still searching for a coach for our Competitive Cheer team. 
If there are any parents interested in volunteering to be the coach or assistant coach, 
please let John Schultz (jschultz@allsaintscs.com) or Bridget Beattie-Smith (bbeattie-
smith@allsaintscs.com) know as soon as possible. 

Competitive Cheer Coach Still Needed

January’s ASCS Service Planning Team project is supporting the ArborWoman Center. 
This center helps women in the greater Ann Arbor area who are facing unexpected 
pregnancies and assists them with counseling and pregnancy care. 

Please consider helping ASCS support ArborWoman by sending in one or more of 
the following items later this month. Specific dates and drop-off locations will be 
announced in a future issue of the newsletter.

Hygiene Bundle 
Baby wash (1)
Diaper ointment (1)
Digital thermometer (1)
Hooded towel 1)
Wash clothes (2) 

Clothing Bundle-choose boy, girl or neutral
Sleep & Plays (3 sizes: 0-3 months, 3-6 months, 6-9 months)
Outfit (1)
Hat (1)

All Saints Service Planning Team 
Starts January Donation Drive

Catholic Central High School is hosting a Trivia Night fund-raiser on Saturday, 
January 25, starting with a 5:30 p.m. Mass. The event is open to parents, alumni, and 
supporters ages 21 and over. For more details, please see the flier at the end of this 
newsletter.

Catholic Central Hosts Trivia Night



www.allsaintscs.com www.facebook.com/allsaintscs

Blue Thunder News
www.ascsathletics.com

Basketball Results

Over the weekend, the St. James team played our ASCS Boys Varsity 2 at 
home. Congratulations to All Saints on our 39 to 25 victory!

Basketball Highlights

The All Saints JV3 Girls basketball team had a 
challenging weekend. The first game was at Our 
Lady of Victory in Northville. Although they lost 
30 to 5, our girls never gave up and played hard to 
the end. Aubrey Darga led the way with 2 points, 
with Viv Modrzejewski, Katelyn Zimnicki, and 
Maddie Meyers each contributing a point.

On Saturday, the team’s game was at All Saints 
against St. Frances Cabrini. The ASCS JV3 girls 
came back and won a hard-fought, defensive 
battle 8 to 6. Anna Bommarito led the way with 4 
points, with Kaylee Ketelhut and Meara Linkimer 
contributing 2 points each. Abby Melaragni and 
Viv Modrzejewski played strong defense to hold 
Cabrini scoreless in the 4th quarter to seal the 
victory.

The All Saints JV5 boys team lost a 
close game on Saturday to St. James 
18-17. 

All Saints players Christian Epacs (6 
points), Joseph Zyskowski (5 points), 
and Eddie Kalkofen (4 points) 
contributed strong performances. 

Saturday, January 4, 2020
JV Boys 2    24
St. James #2    14
  
JV Boys 5    17
St. James #1    18
  
JV Girls 2    6
St. James #2    32
  
Varsity Boys 2    39
St. James #2    25

Varsity Girls 1    26
St. James    8

Friday, January 3, 2020
Varsity Girls 2    33
Our Lady of Good Counsel #2  23
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The All Saints Varsity Bowling season kicked-off this past Saturday 
with a spirited match against Divine Child.  

In the Baker games, both teams posted the highest scores in the 
league. Unfortunately, the Divine Child Falcons just beat our Blue 
Thunder score by a few pins each game. The team won’t know 
individual game outcomes for another two weeks (when all bowlers 
establish their handicaps); but, All Saints expects the outcome to be 
very close.  Our 2020 varsity team consists of Joseph Abramoski, 
Robert Modrzejewski, Cole Reichert, Jack Smith, and Cardin Trinh 
(not pictured).

Bowling Season Starts to Roll



ASCS Lego Collection Drive 
Sponsored by the First & Third Grade GIRL SCOUTS 

 Please send any “unwanted” Legos  
in a zip lock bag, into school during  

the weeks of Jan 6th-17th! 
Legos will be repurposed & made into kits for use throughout the ASCS 

community & other organizations in need.  

 A box will be outside the office for donations 
Questions? Contact Carie Bellamy at  cbellamy@allsaintscs.com or  

Kristin Felsburg at felsburgkris@yahoo.com 
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Happy New Year!  

May the peace of Christ be with the entire All Saints Catholic School 
community throughout 2020! 

 
January’s Virtue - Gratitude 

 

“The Catechism of the Catholic Church says, “Every joy and suffering, every event 
and need can become the matter of Thanksgiving which, sharing in that of Christ, should 
fill one’s whole life” (#2648).  

It can be easy to race through a day without giving thought to how grateful we 
should be, even for the splendor of a sunset or the fidelity of a close friend. Yet we are 
called not only to be grateful for these things, but even for the difficulties in life, which 
God allows for the greater good of our salvation. Everything God has made, everything 
that happens, is a gift. So, in all things, “Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His 
love endures ...Forever!” (Psalm 118)                     (Virtues in Practice) 

 

Gratitude and Sacred Scripture 
 

 

And one of them, realizing he had been healed, returned, 
glorifying God in a loud voice; and he fell at the feet of 

Jesus and thanked Him.  
 

Luke 17:15-16 
 
 

 



Pre-K-2nd Grade   
 

Prayer: Act of Faith 
 
What is Gratitude? Seeing everything as a gift and being thankful 
 
Saint: Saint Francis of Assisi (Feast Day: October 4)  
 
Saint Francis was born into a wealthy family but gave up everything 
he had to follow God. Saint Francis was so thankful to God that he 
wrote songs about the sun and the moon, plants and animals, and all 
of creation. He taught others to see everything as God’s gifts. 
 
Saint Francis of Assisi, help us to appreciate every creature, every 
kindness, every blessing as gifts from God. Help our hearts always to 
sing with gratitude and praise. Amen. 
Saint Francis of Assisi, pray for us! 
 

3rd Grade - 5th Grade 
 

Prayer: Act of Faith 
 
What is Gratitude? Seeing everything as a gift and being thankful 
 
Saint: Saint Julie Billiart (Feast Day: May 13) 
 
Saint Julie Billart promised her life to God when she was 14 and 
spent the rest of her life serving and teaching the poor. She started a 
group of Religious Sisters whose purpose was to teach young girls, 
and the name she gave to her community was the Sisters of Notre 
Dame - the Sisters of Our Lady. Saint Julie was known for always 
smiling, even though she was bedridden for 22 years until cured by 
a miracle. Saint Julie once said that she was ashamed she had not 

already died of gratitude to God for all He had done for her! 
 
Saint Julie, you were confined to bed for 22 years and yet were still joyful and grateful to God. Help 
us never to take our many blessings for granted, but to thank God in every moment. Help us to 
transform moments of suffering by counting our blessings and praising God. Amen.  
Saint Julie Billart, pray for us. Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on us.  
 



6th Grade-8th Grade 

 

Prayer: Act of Faith 
 
What is Gratitude? Seeing everything as a gift and being thankful 
 
Saint: Saint Josemaria Escriva (Feast Day: June 26) 
 
All his life, Saint Josemaria felt a deep gratitude to God for the 
gift of his family, especially the formation in living a Christian 
life provided by the example of his parents. Throughout his 
priestly life promoting Opus Dei (a movement to help ordinary 
lay people pursue holiness in the midst of their work), he would 
always regard the family as the first school of holiness, the place 
where both parents and children would learn to “sanctify themselves and sanctify others.” 
 
Saint Josemaria, help us to offer all our work each day to God. Help us to sanctify every moment by 
making it a sacrifice of praise to Him. Show us how to be grateful for the opportunity to serve the 
Lord according to His plan, even when the way is rough. Help us to rejoice in the midst of 
persecution, grateful for the confirmation that we are following Christ, and gaining graces for His 
work. Amen. 
Saint Josemaria Escriva, pray for us! 

 
Monthly Home Project Suggestions -Gratitude 

 
For details on these and other suggestions, see the Virtues in Practice Parent Guide for the Year 
of Faith and the month of January (ASCS: Virtues in Practice)  
 
All : Hang up a copy of the Act of Faith on the refrigerator. Pray the Act of Faith together as a 
family. (See the end of this newsletter for a large-print copy.) 
 
Pre-K-2nd :  Before you go to bed each night, thank God for ten 
things He gave you that day.  

 

3rd-5th : Think about one person/thing/situation that you think you 
might be taking for granted. Make a goal of expressing gratitude 

for that person/things/situation several times this month. 

 

6th-8th : Discuss with a friend different ways that a person can 
show gratitude. Do people show gratitude differently, according to 

their personalities? Try out one of the things your friend does to 

show gratitude and let them try out one that you usually do.  

 

Gratitude is seeing everything as a gift and being thankful! 



January’s Gratitude Service Project: 10,000 Reasons we are grateful to God! 
 

Throughout the month of January, students, 
families, staff and the greater ASCS community 
will be invited to participate in the building of a 
large bulletin-board display featuring 10,000+ 
reasons we are grateful to God for the blessings 
in our lives. This is a new community project 
that will serve as a visual reminder for the 
countless gifts God provides to us as individuals, 

as families, and as a community of faith. Participation is easy! Find the template at the end of this 
newsletter, print, complete as a family (or make multiple copies to share!), and return to school 
(Attn: Mr. Willing). Stay tuned to school newsletters for more information on the forthcoming 
display.  
Thank you for your support of this visual prayer!  
 

Enjoy an excerpt from the ASCS community Christmas gift, Rediscover the Saints: 
 
   “Have you ever allowed yourself to rest in God’s love? During 
those weeks following [my son’s] birth, I would go to my prayer 
time and I would just sit there and bathe in God’s love. Letting go 
and allowing ourselves to rest in God’s love is perhaps what Jesus 
had in mind when he said, “Come to me all you who are weary and 
carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28).  
 
   “Try it today. Find a quiet place and just sit with God. Close your 
eyes. Take a few deep breaths. Breathe out all the stress and anxiety 
of your life. Breathe in God’s life-giving oxygen. Think about the 
times in your life when you have loved someone deeply. Reflect on 
how intense your love for that person was despite your many 
limitations. Now consider the mystery of God’s love, infinite and 
perfect. Try to imagine it, even though we are incapable of fully 
comprehending it. Once you have pondered the mystery for a few 
moments, ask God to just let you rest in his love. [...] 
 
    “So, wherever you are today, I invite you to open yourself to God a little more by asking him to 
show you the power of his love. “Ask, and it will be given you; seek, and you will find; knock, and 
the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, 
and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened” (Matthew 7:7-8). 
 
                                                                                        -Matthew Kelly, Rediscover the Saints, 2019 



2019-2020 Virtues Committee:  
Amy Blanchette, Terese Gibb, Carol Pisarski, Jessica Railling, Amy Roose, Andrew Willing 
 
For more information or for suggestions on monthly classroom activities/home projects please see: 
Virtues in Practice program website or contact a member of the 2019-2020 Virtues Committee. Also, for 
.pdf versions of ALL Virtues in Practice materials please see the Catholic Identity tab at All Saints’ 
website.  
[Image accompanying Gratitude and Sacred Scripture courtesy of biblosfoundation.org. All other images courtesy of Virtues in Practice, 

Dominican Sisters of Saint Cecilia, Nashville Congregation.] 

 

What is a virtue? 

 

A good habit is called a virtue. A bad habit is called a vice. Habits grow by practice. God always gives 
us the grace to choose and do what is good. If we think about what is right and open our hearts to God, 
we will make good choices and grow in virtue. Virtues make us free, happy, and holy. (Virtues in 
Practice, 2013) 
As we progress through the school year, please pray the Act of Faith with your family We are all 
working together to show children that God is first and foremost in our lives. The graces from this 
prayer are needed to open hearts, to guide leaders, and to beg the healing that only Our Lord can 
provide. 
 

 



      10,000 Reasons we are grateful to God! 
 
Heavenly Father,  
Thank you for 
_______________________________________ 
_______________________________________ 
_______________________________________ 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end.     Amen. 

  
 
 
 

  
 




