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Celebrating Community

Mass Is 10:00 a.m. Tomorrow for the 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception

Fund for All Saints Campaign Is Underway

Santa’s Elves made an early stop on Friday via U-Haul to the Catholic Charities of Southeast Michigan offices, where the All Saints 
Advent Giving Tree gifts were delivered. The school hallways were lined with bagged presents ready for today’s big event. Thank 
you to our teachers and staff members who helped to load the truck. Thanks also to the generosity of our All Saints families (and 
the amazing retail skills of Santa’s Elves through bargain-hunting and using Kohl’s Cash), we were able to purchase $25 gift cards 
for EVERY child in addition to their clothing and toy requests! Catholic Charities of Southeast Michigan representatives were 
grateful for the presents, which will be distributed to 88 children and young adults served by the agency’s adoption, foster care, 
and transition-to-independent living programs.

Advent Giving Tree Gifts Are Delivered

#Giving Tuesday Is Coming December 1
The 2020-2021 Fund for All Saints campaign kicked off on #Giving Tuesday, raising more than 
$6,600 in one day. Thanks to everyone who has supported the Fund campaign!

We encourage all families to help grow our Fund for All Saints. As a special incentive, All Saints 
families who donate to the Fund by December 31, 2020, will receive a dress-down day for their 
students on a day to be determined in 2021. 

This is a great opportunity to support All Saints and donate for 2020 tax purposes before the end 
of the calendar year. Donations can be made online at the following link:
www.allsaintscs.com/donate
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In The Know
December 8
Feast of the Immaculate Conception
Mass 
10:00 am.

December 9
ASCS Spirit Day
ASCS sports/club tops with PE 
bottoms

December 14-18
Advent Week of Joy (see article for 
complete theme schedule)

December 15
Mass
10:00 a.m.

December 18
No Early Childhood Classes

December 21-January 3
Christmas Break

January 4
Classes Resume After Christmas 

“Rejoice! Advent Meditations with the Holy Family,” by Fr. Mark Toups, is a prayer 
resource with daily meditations that will enrich your Advent by inviting you to 
experience the first Advent with Joseph and Mary, as they await the birth of their son, 
the Savior of the world.

Together with the guided meditation videos, this journal will help you to see the 
marriage of Mary and Joseph in a new light. You will ponder what was in their hearts 
and minds as they awaited the birth of Jesus—and you will be invited to reflect on 
and deepen your own relationships with others. “Rejoice!” will help you open your 
heart to the peace and joy of the Holy Family as you prepare for the coming of Jesus 
this Christmas.

Our Campus Minister, Mrs. Jenkins, has ordered copies of the “Rejoice!” book 
from Ascension Press for our All Saints staff and parents. If you are interested in 
purchasing a copy for home prayer and reflection, please send an envelope to school 
with $5 to the attention of Mrs. Jenkins. We will need your first and last name, along 
with the name of your oldest child and his/her homeroom teacher to process your 
order. Limited copies are available, so place your order soon.

Experience a More Peaceful, More 
Joyful Advent Than Ever Before

Hot tempers cause arguments, but 
patience brings peace.
                                          Proverbs 15:18 

Virtues in Practice: 
Patience

ASCS Cub Scout Pack 760 Toys for Tots campaign has concluded. The 
Votruba Family made the final drop-off of Toys for Tots donations from All 
Saints to the warehouse last week. A total of 100 items were donated by 
All Saints families! The Cub Scouts would like to thank everyone for their 
generosity 

Separately, a pair of Lands’ End boots was left in the Toys for Tots bin, 
and Mr. Votruba is asking if they were accidentally dropped there. Please 
contact the school office if these are your boots. 

Toys for Tots Donation Drive Concludes

Physical gift cards are available to order and have delivered before Christmas break now through Monday, December 14, at 8:00 
am. Please make sure to have your orders for physical cards placed by this time to ensure they are available to go home with 
your student by Friday, December 18.  ECards can be ordered anytime until the holiday and delivered to your Scrip Wallet or 
designated gift email address as long as they are paid for via credit card or Presto Pay account.  Should you have any questions, 
please contact Lindsey Keller at 734-770-4421. If your child is not at school for Scrip card pickup, please contact Lindsey to 
arrange for alternative delivery options. 

Give Scrip Cards for Christmas
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2021-2022 Registration Starts in January
As we move toward continued streamlining of our enrollment process, All Saints will begin the student registration process for the 
2021-2022 school year in January 2021.  

While we are blessed to have a waiting list across all grades, please note that re-enrollment will be open to all current families for a 
minimum of two weeks prior to the admission of new families from the waitlist or as a result of our Open House.  We are grateful 
to be in such a strong position due to our solid in-person and distance learning plans, and we look forward to the opportunity to 
begin planning for the upcoming school year at an earlier point in time.

Stay tuned for more details, including specific due dates for forms and fees, in coming newsletters and email correspondence!  

Celebrate Our Advent Week of Joy
All Saints’ annual Advent celebration of the Week of Joy just before Christmas break is 
coming! This year’s event runs from December 14th to 18th.

Here are the themes for each day, as chosen by Student Council:

• Monday, December 14: “Deck the Halls” Get decked out in your favorite Christmas 
shirt or ugly sweater with gym bottoms!

• Tuesday, December 15: “Baby, it’s cold outside!” Wear your school uniform with 
Christmas socks, scarves and ties! 

• Wednesday, December 16: “Merry Christmas from the Family” Wear your favorite 
holiday flannel and headwear (santa hats, headbands, etc.) with jeans or gym 
bottoms!

• Thursday, December 17: “Pink Out” Celebrate the 3rd week of Advent and the 
week of JOY with any pink shirt and gym bottoms!

• Friday, December 18: “Silent Night” Prepare for a perfect break in your comfiest 
PJ’s! No slippers or spaghetti straps.

We are looking for parent volunteers to serve on our facilities committee to assist with future planning and identifying monthly/
annual building maintenance projects and schedules. 

Responsibilities include monthly meetings (virtual and in-person), researching contractors, products, and projects, and providing 
feedback and guidance on capital expenditure projects.

Ideally we would love to have background/expertise in the following 
areas:

Finance
Civil Engineering
Mechanical Engineering
Plant Management
Business
Building Trades
 
If you are willing to give of your time, please contact Kristen Strausbaugh 
through email at kstrausbaugh@allsaintscs.com.

Facilities Committee Parent Volunteers Needed
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Classroom Happenings

The January hot lunch menu is now online. The deadline for orders is 11:50 p.m. on Friday, December 11. Please note there are 
just five ordering days this month.

Please place your order at https://allsaintscatholicschool.h1.hotlunchonline.net/frontend.php. No late orders can be accepted.

Order January Hot Lunches Online Now

All Saints students received a very special visitor on Monday morning! St. Nicholas stopped by in honor of his feast day, which 
was yesterday, December 6. The children received gold candy coins in the shoes they left outside their classroom doors. Students 
learned that St. Nicholas was a bishop who was very generous. The children were encouraged to share this spirit of generosity 
with others and thanked St. Nicholas for his kindness.

Mr. Facione’s 5th and 6th grade classes enjoyed Game Day on Monday. As part of a class assignment, students had to create a 
board game that reflected what they learned about Mesoamerica (5th grade) and Ancient Greece (6th grade). Today’s class was a 
fun opportunity to play games with their friends and test their knowledge about their recent studies. 
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December’s Virtue - Patience 

 
“We all know what it is like to wait for our turn in a game, for the results of a test, for an 

expected phone call … even waiting for Christmas! But how often do we wait patiently, 
without complaining? Paragraph 1832 of the catechism of the Catholic Church lists patience as 
one of the twelve fruits, or perfections, that the Holy Spirit forms in us. If this fruit of patience 
is truly alive in us, we can control our emotions when something disagreeable happens and 
respond with calm instead of anger, dismay or irritation. In times of great suffering, such as a 
serious illness or a loss of home or job, the virtue of patience can be a tremendous witness to 
the God who always responds to our prayers: “I waited patiently for the Lord, and He inclined 
to me and heard my cry (Psalm 40:1).” (Virtues in Practice, 2013) 

 

 
 
 
                   Virtues in Practice 
               Monthly Newsletter   
 
                    December 2020 

Patience and Sacred Scripture 
 

Hot tempers cause arguments, but patience brings 
peace. 

 
Proverbs 15:18 

 
 
Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in 

prayer 
 

Romans 12:12 
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Pre-K-2nd Grade   
Prayer: Act of Hope 
 
What is Patience? Waiting or enduring without complaint 
 
Saint:  Saint Monica (Feast Day: August 27)  
 
Saint Monica grew up believing in Jesus. Her husband did not 
believe in Jesus, and that made her sad. Her son did not believe in 
Jesus either and lived a bad life. That made her even more sad, 
and she prayed every day that her husband and son would believe 
in God. Finally, they did believe in God, and Saint Monica’s son 
loved God so much that he became a saint, too - Saint Augustine! 
 
 
Dear Saint Monica, help me to be like you and pray to God 
without giving up. Please pray for my family, too, that they will 
love God and be saints like your son! Amen.  
Saint Monica, pray for us! 

3rd Grade - 5th Grade 
Prayer: Act of Hope 
 
What is Patience? Waiting or enduring without complaint 
 
Saint: Saint Isaac Jogues (Feast Day: October 19) 
 
Isaac Jogues was a member of the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) and 
the first priest to go to present-day New York. He and his 
companions traveled from France to North America to bring the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ to the Native Americans. Isaac knew and 
believed that Jesus died for all people and took to heart His 
words, “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you” (Matthew 28: 19-20). 
 
Dear Isaac Jogues, you patiently taught the peoples of North 
America about Jesus, never giving up, even under persecution. 
Help me to be patient like you, even in small things, for the sake 
of Jesus’ love for me. Amen.  
Saint Isaac Jogues, pray for us! 
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6th Grade-8th Grade 

Prayer: Act of Hope 
 
What is Patience? Waiting or enduring without complaint 
 
Saint: Saint Rita of Cascia (Feast Day: May 22) 
 
Born the only child to a mother and father known as the 
Peacemakers of Jesus in their small Italian town, Margherita (Rita) 
Lotti was drawn to religious life at an early age. However, out of 
disobedience to her parents’ desire for her security, Saint Rita 
married Paolo Mancini and became the mother of twin sons. Her 
husband was an angry and abusive man, and became involved in 
the political intrigues of the time. He was ambushed by enemies 
and murdered! Rita and Paolo’s sons swore revenge, but the 
anguised, continuous prayers of their mother won their conversion, 
and they forgave their father’s murderers.  
 
Not long after, the sons themselves died, and Saint Rita asked to 
enter an Augustinian monastery, only to be denied. In response to 
this refusal, Saint Rita turned her efforts to healing the division 
among the families involved in her husband’s death, and, once 
peace was secured, was able to finally enter the monastery and 
consecrate her life to God. 
  
Dear Saint Rita, you practiced the virtue of patience to a heroic 
degree in praying for the conversion of your sons and in waiting so 
long to give your life to Christ. Help me to be patient with the 
people and events of my life, always remembering the Lord’s own 
patience with me. Amen.  
Saint Rita, pray for us! 
 

Monthly Home Project Suggestions -Patience 
For details on these and other suggestions, see the Virtues in Practice Parent Guide for the Year of Hope and the month of 
December. (ASCS: Virtues in Practice)  
 
All : Hang up a copy of the Act of Hope on the refrigerator. Pray the Act of Hope together as a family. (See the end of this 
newsletter for a large-print copy.) 
 
Pre K-2nd Grade : Don’t complain whenever you have to wait for something this month. 
If you forget, say “Sorry, Lord. Please give me patience!” 

 

3rd-5th Grade : When you are stuck waiting, pray a decade of the rosary for someone 
you know needs prayers. 

 

6th-8th Grade : We get annoyed and complain when we think something is unreasonable 
or less than we deserve. How are these two viewpoints related to hope and humility? 

Think of something that frequently makes you complain, and discuss how hope or 

humility can help you grow patient with it this month. 

 

Patience means waiting or enduring without complaint. 
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For more information or for suggestions on monthly classroom activities/home projects please see: Virtues in 
Practice program website. Also, for .pdf versions of ALL Virtues in Practice materials please see the Catholic 
Identity tab at All Saints’ website.  
-2020-2021 Virtues Committee 
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What is a virtue? 

 

A good habit is called a virtue. A bad habit is called a vice. Habits grow by practice. God always gives 
us the grace to choose and do what is good. If we think about what is right and open our hearts to God, 
we will make good choices and grow in virtue. Virtues make us free, happy, and holy. (Virtues in 
Practice, 2013) 
 
We are all working together to show children that God is first and foremost in our lives. The graces 
from this prayer are needed to open hearts, to guide leaders, and to beg the healing that only Our Lord 
can provide. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


